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Editor’s note 


For a class demonstration Rod Orr and I recently went out to the bushland at Kennington Reservoir 
to collect salt-tolerant plants as well as some of the salt indicator plants listed in the little book 
(published the (then) CF&L in 1989) called ‘Spotting Soil Salting”. The bushland soil at the 
Reservoir is known to be very salty, in fact, the salt can be seen coming out of the vertically tilted 
rocks and encrusting the soil in certain spots. Any plants growing there have to be salt-tolerant. I 
will included the plant list at some later date as at the moment it is still incomlete. 
Then, last night when I came home I noticed a strange thing: Many of the plants that Rod and I 
found at Kennington Reservoir were also growing in our (Flora Hill) garden! This included some 
of the salt-indicator plants like Sea Barley Grass (Euchiton marinum) and Buck’s Horn Plantain 
(Plantago coronopus) and it included the purplish discolouration of other plants characteristically 
associated with nutrient imbalance caused by salting. 
This would be an easy answer to my question why most things die in this garden. However, there 
could well be other reasons, so I shall investigate the salt content of the soil before I start to blame 
the neighbours for overwatering their lawns. 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. Back 
issues are available at a cost of 80 cents each. Complete sets are available at $ 8.00 for each 
volume. The above prices do not include postage. 
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Whipstick Parks Advisory Committee 
Report 1994-1995 
Author: Graham Hill 


October 1994 

- Revised Land Purchase List showing blocks 
that should be purchased if they become 
available 


A list was also produced showing the total 
Whipstick land purchase since 1971. 
1971-1992 Total 2 786 ha (6884 acres) 


- Letters to Minister and Mr Don Saunders, 
Director of National Parks, requesting that 
funds be made available to purchase Campbell 
and Mountjoy’s blocks that have been offered 
for sale. 


- A subcommittee formed to look at walking 
tracks throughout the Park and the availability 
of funding (too late for this year’s projects). 


- Concern over Horehound in Kamarooka State 
Park (work planned over summer). 

At celebration dinner, K Read and G Hill were 
acknowledged for their 20 years service on the 
Whipstick Advisory Committee. 


February 1995 
- New Ranger (Rhonda Bullock) appointed for 
the Whipstick area. 


- Toilets at Notleys and Shadbolts to be 
replaced. 


- Reported that the area where the Orobanche 
cernua var australiana grows has been dug up 
by goats. The DCNR have been asked to fence 
the area until the goats are eradicated. 


April 1995 
- Talks with DCNR and adjoining landowners 
regarding Wheel cactus and Briar. 


- Commissioner Ms Maxine Crouch appointed 
to the WPAC. 


- Spraying Pampas Grass at Old Tom Mine. 
Rabbit fumigation works in Kamarooka State 
Park. 

- Request for a roofed structure at Notleys. 


- The Whipstick Management Plan is to be 
rewritten into the new approved format. 


- Disappointment at lack of funds for Whipstick 
land purchase 


- The Committee unanimously supports the 
process of adding U1 and U2 areas to the parks 
to create a single park, which should be 
renamed Whipstick National Park. 


June 1995 
- G Hill has been asked to propose a strategy 
for the control of feral animals 


- Huntley/Epsom Lions Club have indicated 
their expression of interest in constructing a 
shelter at Notleys. 


- Old track ripping undertaken in Eaglehawk 
RP and Whipstick SP. 


- New information shelter at Shadbolts. 
- The Committee asked to come up with ideas 


on raising funds for land purchase in the 
Whipstick. 


Human Foot Traffic - The Great 
Destroyer 


Author: Tom Patullo 


It is over thirty years since I joined the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club and in that time I have 
witnessed the destruction of two beautiful 
native wild flower spots by the concentrated 
traffic of human feet. 

The two spots I refer to were the showpieces of 
the Whipstick. In fact they are the places we 
would take busloads of people to see them 
some thirty years ago. 

In those days there would be an organised trip, 
I do not remember by whom, but the Bendigo 
Nats were asked to guide a busload of visitors 
to Bendigo, I think the occasion would have 
been the Railway Picnic when trainloads of 
Melbourne people would travel to Bendigo 
early in October and go through the Whipstick. 


There were two spots that we would always 
show the visitors, they were at the Eaglehawk 
rifle range and a spot just near Shadbolts Picnic 
ground. 

The spot was just as Rifle Range Road turned 
off Whipstick Road, it used to be just a carpet 
of wildflowers. There would be a mass of 
Tetratheca ciliata or Pink Bells, Eriostemon 
verrucosus or Wax Flower, Yellow Correa 
reflexa, Baeckea ramosissima or Rosy Heath 
Myrtle, Acacia aspera or Rough Acacia and 
several Dillwynia and Pultenaea species and 
many others. It was a real flower garden. 


If people would walk on the tracks round the 
area there would not be much damage done, 
but when there is a crowd there, they will 
inevitably walk right through the middle, 
trampling other plants just to get a closer view 
of others further on. 

That beautiful flower garden is now non- 
existant. 


The other spot I mentioned at Shadbolts Picnic . 


area is now also really destroyed. Once we 
could go there and see that lovely and 
incidentally very rare Phebalium obcordatum, 
Pink Bells, Rosy Heath Myrtle and a variety of 
other plants including terrestrial orchids. Over 


the years we have watched them disappear 
under pressure of foot traffic, there is rarely a 
sign of a flower there now, realising of course 
that the recent severe drought has had an effect 
on all the Whipstick flora. 

I notice that an attempt is being made by the 
Conservation and Natural Resources 
Department to remedy this trend, in the making 
of tracks and sign-posting these with requests 
to the public to stay on the paths. Decidely a 
move in the right direction. 


An item on a TV program recently showed 
what must be the ultimate in prevention of foot 
traffic destroying the natural ground flora. 
This was a board walk erected through a 
particular stand of rain forest. This method of 
prevention has also been adopted in the 
Kosciusko area at Charlotte Pass but I rather 
think that this was built as a method of 
traversing an area during the snow season. 

Of course one realises that this method would 
be cost prohibitive in our area. 


On a recent tour through the Whipstick the 
effect of the recent drought was apparent even 
on the crowns of many Ironbarks which had 
the appearance of being scarred, almost as if a 
fire had been through. This was very apparent 
on the Old Tom Trail. On one particular tree 
that appeared very thin in the crown foliage, I 
found several green juvenile shoots appearing 
through the bark of the trunk, growing from 
the dormant buds, just as they appear after a 
bushfire. 


On the 29th of August, when the Whirrakee 
Wattle should be at its best, we never saw a 
flower from the moving bus through an area 
that is usually a picture of the Whirrakee, there 
appeared to be an expanse of dead bushes. 


N.B. The bad state of the Whirrakee Wattle in 
certain parts of the Whipstick was confirmed 
by other members at the General Meeting on 
the 13th of September. However it was also 
pointed out at that meeting that the Whirrakee 
Wattle in the Kamarooka was doing particularly 
well this year and that some paddocks are 
ablaze with colour right now (ed.) 


Annual Report of the Bird Observers 
Group 
Author: Chris Tzaros 


The Bird Observers Group has held twelve 
meetings since the previous Annual General 
Meeting in September 1994. The venue for all 
the meetings was the Department of Agriculture 
in Taylor Street, Epsom. 

Some very interesting presentations were given 
by a variety of guest speakers at our monthly 
meetings. The presentation topics were as 
follows: 


September 1994 - Annual General Meeting 
(no speaker) 


October 1994 - Helen Aston (BOCA) spoke 
on a trip made down the Hay River in the 
Simpson Desert and the Georgina River. 


November 1994 - Group discussion on 
guest speaker and field excursion plans for 
1995. 


December 1994 - Bill Flentje (BFNC) 
showed video coverage of birds which he 
filmed himself during birding trips to Point 
Campbell and to the Warrumbungles and 
Queensland. 


February 1995 - A group discussion was 
held on bird observations made over the 
Christmas holiday period. 


March 1995 - Margaret Cameron 
(BOCA/RAOU) spoke on a birdwatching trip 
she made to Irian Jaya. 


April 1995 - Peter Menckhorst (DCNR, 
Melboure) spoke on the Regent Honeyeater and 
the newly formed Recovery Team. 


May 1995 - David Marcollo (BFNC) 
informed the group of his recent trip to NSW 
and Queensland in search of the presumed 
extinct Paradise Parrot. Obviously though not 
everybody presumes it is extinct! 


June 1995 - John Robinson (BFNC) spoke 
on the work he has recently conducted at 
Puckapunyal and the wildlife he observed 
whilst working. 


July 1995 - Ray Wallace (BFNC) gave a talk 
to the group on the birds of Eaglehawk and 
discussed how some species have become 
more common, and others less common, over 
the years. 


August 1995 - Chris Tzaos (BFNC) gave a 


brief summary of survey work recently 
completed on the Grey-crowned Babbler in 
Central Victoria. 


September 1995 - Annual General Meeting 
(no speaker). 


Two field excursions were held during the 
year, one to Millwood Dam in the Kamarooka 
State Park to oberve birds, and the other to 
Gaynor Swamp (near Corop) to view waders, 
waterfowl and waterbirds. 

All of those who attended the Easter Camp-out 
at Chiltern were members of the Bird 
Observers Group. Some fantastic bird 
watching places within the Chiltern Regional 
Park were visited. Highlights of the camp 
were about twenty Regent Honeyeaters, a Rose 
Robin, John Linder’s evening stew and Peter 
Allan’s leaking tent! 

Also during the past year, one new (previously 
unreported for the district) species was 
discovered by John Robinson. The bird was a 
Lewin’s Rail, and it was observed in marsh 
habitat to the east of Mt Alexander. 


Bird of the Night topics discussed throughout 
the year included: 

September 1994 - Chestnut-rumped and Shy 
Hylacola 

October 1994 - Laughing Kookaburra 
November 1994 - Speckled Warbler 
December 1994 - Black-faced and White- 
bellied (Little) Cuckoo Shrikes 

February 1995 - Eastern Rosella 

March 1995 - Tawny Frogmouth 

April 1995 - Olive-backed Oriole 

May 1995 - Rufous Songlark 

June 1995 - White-winged Triller 

July 1995 - Owlet Nightjar 

August 1995 - Grey and Pied Currawong 
(John Robinson’s favourite) 

September 1995 - Sacred Kingfisher 


The success of all the monthly meetings would 
not have been possible without the assistance 
of several members. Bill Flentje always 
provided excellent slides and tape recorded bird 
calls for the Bird of the Night Discussions and 
Sally van Gent has done an excellent job as 
minute secretary. 

Also, Anne Bridley has put a great effort into 
entering all significant records into a computer 
database, which will not only be of immense 
value to the BFNC, but to other organisations 
such as DCNR, RAOU and BOCA. Anne was 
also responsible for the revised Birds of 
Bendigo checklist. 

Finally thanks to all members for contributing 
to the monthly notes and observations, 
Supporting guest speakers and providing 
supper at the meetings. 


Bird Notes and Observations 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Observations 

MistletoeBird (1) Strathdale, 1/9/95 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater (1) Strathdale, 31/8/95 

Grey Butcherbird (1) Derrimut Road, White Hills, 31/8/95 

Grey Fantail (1) Strathdale, 26/8/95 

Rufous Whistler (1) Strathdale, 1/9/95 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo (1) Nering State Forest, 20/8/95 

Banded Lapwing (4) Roadside grasslands near Mitiamo, 24/8/95 
Australian Kestrel (6) near Mitiamo, 24/8/95 

Noisy Friarbird (1) Maggs Lane, Longlea, 20/8/95 

Peregrine Falcon (1) Nering State Forest, 28/8/95 

Pallid Cuckoo (8) Nering State Forest, 28/8/95 

Swift Parrot (1) Nering State Forest, 28/8/95 

Painted Button Quail (2) Pioneer Road, One Tree Hill Regional Park, 26/8/95 
Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike (15-16) One Tree Hill Regional Park, 30/8/95 


Notes 

It’s time for the spring migrants to arrive in their southern breeding areas. The first records of 
Mistletoe Birds and Rufous Whistlers have occurred this month, as well of course, as several of 
the Cuckoos and the Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike. 

Banded Lapwings were seen foraging in open native grassland vegetation on very broad road 
reserves near Mitiamo. 

The Peregrine Falcon seen at Nering State Forest was first sighted perched in the top of a large 
eucalypt, then, as a small group of Musk Lorikeets came flying towards the falcon, it swiftly left 
its perch and dived down towards the Lorikeets, failing in its attempts to catch one. 

The Swift Parrot seen at Nering State Forest was attracted to the area by the presence of White Box 
blossom and so too were Musk, Little and Purple-crowned Lorikeets. 

The 15-16 Black-faced Cuckoo Shrikes observed were all contained within the one flock and were 
seen foraging, flying and perching in the tops of Red Stringybarks and Red Box trees near the One 
Tree Hill observation tower. Maybe the flocking is a behavioural feature of the species whilst in 


migration. 


September General Meeting - Speaker: 
Rob Watkins 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


Cynthia and Rob Watkins have spent a year 
touring the North American Continent and we 
had the privilege of sharing some of their 
adventures and seeing the pictures to prove 
these. Rob began by showing slides from 
Alaska. This adventure looked awfully cold to 
me, especially since their ‘recreation vehicle’ 
did not have a heater and Rob and Cynthia got 
up with the sun (which is pretty early, e.g. 
3am) to sit motionless for three or four hours 
just to get a good close-up shot of a ground 
squirrel! 

We saw Arctic. Terns and heard how they can 
make your life miserable by pecking 
incesssantly at your head if they feel you are a 
threat to their young, we saw glaciers with ice a 
mile deep, huge Grizzly Bears catching 
salmon, wonderful wildflowers and lots of 
squirrels. 


Although the slides were from further south 
later on, the general theme was snow and ice. 
Imagine waking up in the early hours of the 
morning and having to melt ice for your 
breakfast and bashing a frozen apple hard 
enough so you can add it to your muesli... 

Rob told some very intersting stories of animal 
behaviour, like that of the Grizzly Bears 
waking up from their hibernation and making 
straight for the bottom of a particular slope 
where there were always dead goats, victims of 
the winter’s avalanches; or that of the coyote 
always walking on the edge of the bitumen 
road where it could not be heard by prey 
animals but is able to hear these animals 
rustling in the roadside grass and immediately 


- pounce on them. 


Rob remarked on the friendliness and 
helpfulness of the Americans, and how he and 
Cynthia came to appreciate their company over 
the period of their stay there. Perhaps some of 
us should also take a trip to America. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of 


newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the 
Club librarian at our meetings. 


PARKWATCH (VNPA) 
September 1995 No.182 


-*You Reckon You’re Confused!’ by Charlie 

Sherwin reports on planning for a truly 
national system of parks and reserves. Who 
is doing what, and why? There are many 
differences between the states and territories 
in the way protected areas are defined, set 
up, managed and protected. 


‘Mt Stirling in Limbo’ by Rod Waterman 
summarizes the VNPA’s January 1995 
submission to the environment effects 
statement undertaken by the State 
Government. The VNPA preferred option 
for Mt. Stirling is low impact development. 


‘History Notes: The Lakes National Park’ by 
Coral Dow outlines the evolution of this 
Gippsland reserve from the early attempts at 
farming to the eventual incorporation of the 
Ninety Mile Beach into the park area. 


‘Park Notes: Terrick Terrick State Park’ by 
Deidre Slattery describes this remnant of 
box-cypress pine woodland near Mitiamo, 
north of Bendigo. Several State Parks 
developed from ‘leftover land’ ie. areas seen 
as unsuitable for agriculture and thus left 
relatively untouched. 
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THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
No.755 Aug.1995 


‘A Small but Beautiful Bird’ by Tonia 
Cochran outlines the Forty-spotted Pardalote 
recovery program being undertaken in 
Tasmania. This species is endemic to that 
state and is wholly reliant on the Manna or 
White Gum for its survival. The loss of 
suitable habitat is seen as the major reason 
for the bird’s decline to an endangered 
species. 


‘Birdwatching on Bruny Island, Tasmania’ 
by Michael Perry describes a short visit to 
this southern island with the aim of seeing 
Tasmania’s eleven endemic bird species. Did 
he succeed? Ten of the eleven was a pretty 
good result in the time available. 


‘Magpies in Australia’ by Laurie Living 
gives details of the three races of the 
species, and reports on magpie social life 
and behaviour, social hierarchy, habitats and 
human impact. 


kK KK * 
Also received this month: 


Campaspe Catchment Salinity Management 
Plan: the final submission to _ the 
Government from the Campaspe Community 
Working Group... and the interim 
Government response... 


Victorian Government Support for Salinity 
Management Plans: Campaspe Catchment. 


Biolinks (Biodiversity Unit) No.9 July 1995 

- stream diversity and the health of our 
rivers, 

- managing marine resources, 

- biodiversity of Australian native bees, 

- the browning of Australia. 


Native Vegetation Clearance, Habitat Loss 
& Biodiversity Decline (Biodiversity Unit) 


Landcover Disturbance over the Australian 
Continent (Biodiversity Unit) 


Environment Victoria News August 1995 


* kk ok 


Miners Linked to Dieback 
Author: Peter Morison 


Dieback in native forest and woodlands, 
especially in small remnants, has become a 
serious problem on many Australian farms. 
Insect defoliation is the most frequently cited 
possible cause of dieback. We see it occurring 
particularly in the Red Gums along the creek 
lines. 


A study in Box/Ironbark woodlands in North- 
eastern Victoria has found that the common 
Noisy Miner and lack of understorey may be 
affecting the natural balance which keeps the 
sap-sucking insects causing dieback under 
control. 


We are all familiar with the Noisy Miner, also 
known as the Mickey Miner, common across 
much of Victoria and around Bendigo and other 
areas of the Northern slopes. It can be a very 
entertaining friend to have around, but it is also 
a very aggressive honeyeater that will ‘stop at 
nothing’ to protect its food sources and 
territory from other birds. 


The Noisy Miner is one species that has 
benefitted from European settlement. The 
altered environments certainly favoured the 
Miner and it is possible that its numbers are 
higher now than before white settlement. 


It seems from the study that the Miners prefer 
remnant woodlands with no understorey. 
These Miner-infested remnants also have fewer 
small birds. The same small insectivorous 
birds vital in controlling the lerps and other 
insects that attack eucalypts leaves. Did the 
Miners affect the numbers of small 
insectivorous birds in small remnants? The 
study indicated probably yes! 


When the Miners were removed from one 
study remnant where understorey was absent, 
small birds returned in large numbers very 
quickly. Another area saw a partial removal of 
Miners from a remnant with no understorey. 
Again small bird numbers increased but not as 
much as the first site. 

A third remnant with understorey also had 
Miners removed with no effect on small bird 
numbers. The conclusion here was that 
understorey plants were able to provide 
protection for small birds from attack by the 
Miners. Small bird numbers were already at 
maximum levels and the removal of Miners had 
no effect on population numbers. 


This has implications in many areas around 
Bendigo and north central Victoria where new 


settlers on subdivided land clear understorey 
shrubs and grasses. It also may hold some 
clues to the control of lerps at Sutton Grange 
and other badly infested areas. 


The messages from the research for 
landholders are to avoid clearing understorey 
where it is already present or, to replant 
understorey where it is absent. 


Editor’s Note 


We recently had a class of ecology students 
count birds in the classes “large” (at least Red 
Wattlebird size), “small” (no bigger than a 
White-plumed Honeyeater) and “medium” in 
two areas of box-ironbark. In the University 
bush, where there are no Noisy Miners, small 
birds made up a significant proportion of the 
total; at Strathdale Park, where a Noisy Miner 
colony thrives, there were very few small birds 
counted. Both areas have similarly well 
developed understoreys, though the University 
vegetation is more diverse. The impact of 
Noisy Miners is not proven by a one-off like 
our survey, but the evidence presented in this 
article and the many observations on Miners 
attacking small birds indicate that Miners do 
reduce the populations of small birds in the 
vicinity of their colonies. 


The case that Noisy Miners are directly 
responsible for lerp attack is less compelling. 
In his surveys of Miners in NE Vic, Michael 
Clarke of La Trobe University Bundoora has 
not yet examined the impact of Noisy Miner 
presence upon the lerps or the trees. None of 
the sites that we used in our Sutton Grange lerp 
study was inhabited by Miners, and in fact the 
small bird populations were. striking. Superb 
Fairy Wren families, thornbills, White-plumed 
Honeyeaters and Striated Pardalotes were 
abundant and voluble - but the psyllids that 
made the lerps were also abundant and 
damaging. There was plenty of evidence of 
bird predation upon the lerps, but clearly the 
birds were not keeping pace. 


These notes do not, however, mean that it is 
not an excellent idea to conserve understorey 
plants. The lerp infestation would have been a 
lot worse in the absence of the small birds. 
The Sutton Grange LandCare Group is 
engaged in an experiment to gauge the effect of 
understorey quality upon the condition of River 
Red Gums, but results will not be available for 
years. In the meantime it is at least prudent to 
conserve understorey. 


Campout March 1996 with Mt Martha 
Field Naturalist Club Inc 


The Mt Martha Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
invites members of BFNC to register for the 
March 1996 campout. 


Venue 
Portsea Camp, (formerly Lord Mayor’s) 
Melway Reference Map 156 G2) 


Dates 
Friday March 8 to Monday March 11, 1996. 


Cost 

The anticipated cost will be: 
Dormitory accommodation $ 121 
Rooms with en suite $ 128 
Registration fee $ 3 


Catering 

All meals are provided from breakfast Saturday 
morning until lunch Monday. Tea and coffee 
facilities are available. 


Accommodation 

En suite rooms, bunk style sleeping 3, 4 and 6 
persons per unit and dormitory accommodation 
available. Blankets and pillows provided. 
Members need to bring bed linen and towels. 


Environment 

Portsea Camp overlooks Port Philip Bay. It is 
adjacent to the beach. It boasts spacious 
gardens and is close to many places of 
environmental and historical significance. 


Excursions 

Excursions include trips to the revegetation area 
of Hill View Quarry, Bushrangers Bay and 
Cape Schanck lighthouse, Pt Nepean National 
Park, Greens Bush, Fossil Beach, Sorrento 
Cliff walk, the Briars and a guided geological 
field trip. Guest speakers will included local 
naturalists Les Wiseman, Winty Calder, Ted 
Davis. 


Bookings 


Bookings are now being accepted. A booking | 


fee of $ 20 per person will secure a place. Full 
payment is required by Friday 9 February 
1996. . 


Payment 
Cheques should be made payable to VFNCA 


and posted to 
VFNCA 


63 Dominion Road 
Mount Martha 3934 


Enquiries 

Please direct all enquiries to: 
President Peter Grinlington 
Phone 059 88 4444 
Secreatry Esme Kent 
Phone 059 74 1617 


Do join us in this 1996 March campout 


Bird Group Camp at Kooranji Lakes in 
November 1995 


A campout will be held at Kooranji Lakes on 
the weekend 4th and 5th of November, which 
some may wish to extend over the Melbourne 
Cup period, 6th and 7th. Kooranji Lakes are 
part of the system of lakes between Kerang and 
Mystic Park (see map on pages 13/14), and 
should present good birding. Local Rangers 
will be available to assist with local knowledge. 
As well as the abundant and varied water birds 
the site possesses other interesting features. 
The vegetation around the lakes is good Red 
Gum and Black Box remnant vegetation, with 
Eumong Acacia stenophylla and Tangled 
Lignum and other water plants. The area is 
surrounded by Northern Plains grassland, 
through which pass several 3-chain roads, the 
verges of which are worth exploring. The very 
tare Swainsonia plagiotropis is found in the 
region. Possum and bat spotlighting is a 
possible nocturnal activity. 


The camping area is at the Ranger’s house, 
with a shelter shed for a fire (wood is 
available), toilets and drinking water. 


If the weather is very wet, the trip will have to 
be cancelled, as the roads are dry weather only. 


For further detail contact Lyndall Rowley on 
41 4082. 


(Please-refer to pages 13/14 for camp location) 


Elements of a Successful Excursion 


adapted from papers by John Lindner and Bill 
Holsworth by the BFNC Committee 


Introduction 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists’ Club 
Committee is currently trying to improve 
services to its members. As part of this effort, 
a sub-committee was formed to investigate if 
our monthly excursions can be improved. The 
sub-committee drew on the experiences of 
seasoned. excursion leaders to address issues 
such as improving the attendance level and the 
teaching aspects of these field trips. The 
following are guidelines for future excursion 
leaders. They are not intended to be strict 
criteria, but a framework on which to build 
excursion planning. 


While excursions are intended also to be a 
social day for members, the committee would 
like to emphasise their importance as a teaching 
day for those who wish to increase their 
knowledge on ail aspects of natural history. 
With that in mind we recommend that more 
experienced members consider attending more 
frequently, even those excursions to areas they 
have been to regularly, and assist by sharing 
their knowledge with newer members of our 
group. Leaders should make an effort to draw 
on the experiences of previous excursion 
leaders, using extracts from previous excursion 
reports and other worthwhile material. 


The development of these guidelines is not a 
criticism of past excursions, but a response to 
the comments of participants on how these field 
trips could be improved. Nor do we wish to 
place demands on past, or potential, excursion 
leaders that will discourage them from taking 
part in future events. We hope that addressing 
these issues will encourage more members to 
attend our excursions and will assist in 
developing a tradition of passing on the great 
depth of knowledge that exists in our club. 


These guidelines will be updated and published 


annually in Whirrakee, and input on how they 
can be improved will be welcomed. The 
committee strongly recommends that future 
excursion leaders read these guidelines and 
consider their recommendations. 


Suggested Excursion Guidelines: 
For Leaders 


1. Preparation: 

- Visit the location as close as possible to the 
actual day of the excursion to check on the 
items of interest. 

(i.e. to ensure you will find what you expect 
to see) 

- Having a focal point is absolutely vital. 

For example; 

- Habitat (e.g. woodland type) 

- Landscape 

- Special plants, especially if flowering 

- Birds, mammals, reptiles and/or 
amphibians 

- Geological points of interest 

- As well as catering for a wide range of 
interests, consider all age groups in the club. 
e.g. by dividing the day in two and leaving 
hard walks in one part of the day. 

(This will not always be possible) 

- Ensure there is adequate advance publicity 

- An article in Whirrakee with full details (a 
month in advance if possible) 

- Announce details at the meeting prior to the 
excursion - if you cannot be there, ask 
someone to do it for you. 

- Handouts may improve the quality of the 
presentation and make it easier for people to 
follow and remember what is demonstrated 
and/or, suggest further reading and where 
those readings may be obtained. 

Whirrakee reports and articles could be copied 
or referred to as an important source of 
excursion information and handout material. 


2. Conduct: 

- On the day of the excursion, arrive early, 
greet all participants and ensure that any 
visitors are made welcome and are introduced 
to members. Ask participants to write their 
names on a sheet of paper as they arrive as an 
aid to remember names and to keep track of 
numbers. 


- On arrival at the site, address the group, give 


out any handouts, and tell them the purpose of 
the excursion. Emphasise that it is the 
responsibility of the participant to keep with 
the main group. 

- It may be a good idea to nominate a deputy 
leader to help with your presentation and to 
walk at the tail of the group to help keep the 
group together. 

- Inform participants (politely) as to their 
conduct on the excursion if necessary. 

For example; 

- Suggest participants talk quietly on an 
excursion to observe fauna 

- Ensure care is taken when looking for 
small plants such as orchids 

- Ensure participants are careful not to 
damage any artefacts 

- Ensure the group keeps together. At 

"points of interest" talk tothe 
participants, and answer any questions 
by addressing the whole group. 

- A specimen table may be appropriate, 
and reference books are important 
learning resources. 

- On completion of the excursion, 
review the significant aspects of the 
day and answer final questions 


3. Driving: 

- A central and secure place to meet and leave 
cars (Havlin Street) is important, but if some 
participants have to go an unreasonable 
distance out of their way (ie. they live 
on-route to the destination) it may be worth 
nominating a second assembly point. 

- Describe the convoy procedure, i.e. keep 
your eyes on the person behind and stop if 
he/she stops. That way the whole convoy 
will stop. 

- Alternately, and especially on the open road, 
it might be safer to travel separately (not in 
convoy) to a chosen point near the destination 
and re-assemble there. 

- Start earlier in winter because daylight hours 
are limited. 

- The absolute limit to driving distance should 
be 100km (one way) 

- Encourage car pooling. 


4. Excursion Report: 

At the start of the excursion, eheck to see if 
anyone is recording a list of birds or plants 
etc., or ask for volunteers to do so. Use those 
lists to write an excursion report for Whirrakee 
or to aid a participant who wishes to write one. 
A well researched report is very worthwhile in 
putting in print whatever has been found or 
listed. It is then valuable for other excursion 
organisers to use and as a promotion for further 
excursions. 


The participation of members is crucial to a 
successful excursion, therefore we have also 
made a number of suggestions which may 
improve the field trips for both the participant 
and the leader. 


For Participants 


- Meeting place is in front of the Department of 
School Education Building in Havlin Street 
between Williamson and Mundy streets. 
Departure is usually 10.00am unless 
otherwise stated by the excursion leader. It is 
important that you be on time as leaders may 
have a strict schedule and will not wait. 

- Try to arrange car pooling either before 
arriving at the meeting place or on the day. 

It is suggested that a contribution to petrol 
expenses would be appreciated if the trip is 
more than 20km 

- Maintain contact with the leader and do not be 
afraid to ask questions. The answers to your 
questions will inform others too. 

- You are encouraged to make notes or lists as 
they will help you to remember the details or 
participate in post excursion discussions - 
volunteers who contribute to the excursion 
report should realise that their contributions 
will be greatly valued. 


- Publicity in Whirrakee 


The following page is a suggested outline for 
an excursion plan to include in Whirrakee. 
Feel free to copy it and use it for your own 
plans. 


Monthly Excursion: .......... et (Month) 199... 

Excursion to: Date: 
Meeting Place: 

Start Time............. Approximate Finish Time.............. 


Directions: (Attach a map where possible) 


Purpose: (Brief description of what you expect to see) 


Itinerary: 


Be Prepared For: 

0 A long walk ...... km 

O Rough/Steep Terrain 

C Expense ....... LOLs. Meet Minter 
0 A long day/drive 

QO Wet/Cold Weather 

0) Hot/Dry Weather 


Bring: 

O Field Guide 

0 Binoculars 

O Camera 

QO Hand Lens (if you have one) 

O Lunch 

O Morning tea/Afternoon tea 

QO Water/Drink 

O Bathers/Towel 

C) Wet Weather Gear/Warm Clothing 
O Hiking Boots/Strong Footwear 
O Chair 

QO) Sun Hat/Sun Screen 

0 Small Back-pack/Day Pack 
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Location of the Koora 
(see article on page 9) 
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Diary 


All General and Bird Observers Group 
meetings are held at the Department of Food 
and Agriculture, corner Taylor Street and 
Midlants ey Epsom, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


October 11, 7:30pm. Speaker: Dianne Collier. 
“Traditional Life in the Pitjanjarra Land” 


November 8, 7:30pm. Speaker: Peter Howden. 
“Environmental Wer us - Management Issues” 


Excursions 

The assembly point for excursions is outside 
the Ministry of Education complex in Havlin 
Street East, Bendigo, unless otherwise 
specified. Full-day excursions normally 
commence at 10am. 

Please check details (or any changes) in the 
Whirrakee for the month of the excursion. 


October15 Visit to Leaghur State Park 
(subject to flooding). Leader: Roy Speechley. 
Please check at (or after) the October General 
Meeting as to the details of this excursion 


November 12 Visit to Cactus Gardens in 
White Hills 


Bird Observers Group 


‘Friday October 6, 7.30pm (WVFNC 
excursion) 

Speakers: | 
Chris Eee will eord about the Swift Parrot 


Projec 
Dale Gibbons will speak about Hie Powerful 
Ow! Survey 


Note Change of es Koolamurt Park 
Scout Hall, Spring Gully (this month only) 


Bird of the Night: Musk and Hanpliossien aca | 


_ Lorikeets 


Friday N Novenber 3, 7:3 
about the birds of North America 

Birds of the eis White-faced and Pacific 
Herons: 


Opm. 
: Rob and Cynthia Watkins will speak 
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Friday December 1, 7:30pm 

Group discussion: Members of the MSG will 
join the BOG to discuss prey of the Powerful 
Owl, and other Owls. 

Birds of the Night: Bendigo District Finches 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay 
$1 for supper. This small amount is used by 
the treasurer to reimburse members who 
purchase essential supper supplies. 


